
ComprehensionContinuum

Answering literal questions
" shows that learners can skim

. andscanforanswers,pick
one out that matchesthe

question,and haveshort-term
,),recall. Doesnot demonstrate,'.
.::understanding..
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Howmany...?

Whatis. ..?

Wheredid.. .?'.
,Who was...?

'!.Vhendid . ?
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Retellingshowsthat learners
can organize thoughts
sequentiallyand put theminto
their ownwOrds.Showsshort-
term recall of eventsin a nar-
rative and bits of information

in nonfiction.Doesnot, in and
of itself,demonstrateunder-

standing.
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Whathappenedinthestory?

Whatwasit about?

Whathappenedfirst? Next?
Last?

Whatdidthecharacterdo
afterthat?

Retellwhatyoureadorheard.

Tryusingyourownwordsto
explainwhathappened.
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Realunderstandingtakesroot
whenlearnersmergetheir
thinkingwiththe contentby
connecting,inferring,ques-
tioning,determiningimpor-
tance,synthesizing,and
reactingto information.Un-
derstandingbeginshere.

"".....

What do you think?

What did the text makeyou
think about?

Whatdoesthisremindyouof?

. Hasanythinglikethisever
happenedto you?

What do y.ouwonder?

What do you visualize?

What can you infer from this?

How does it makeyou feel?

Doyou have any reactions?

Say more about that. . .

Once learners have

mergedtheir thinkingwith the
content, they can begin to
acquire knowledge and in-
sight.They can learn, under-
stand,and remember.Shows

deeper.understanding.

Whatdidyoulearnthatyouthink

isimportanttore"!ember?
Whatif anythingnewdidyou
learn?

Whydoesit matter?

Whatdoyouthinktheauthor
mostwantsyoutogetoutof
this?

Whatdoyouthinkaresome
ofthebigideashere? .

Whatdoyouthinkis themain
issuehere?Why?

Whatmakesyouthinkthat?

Howdidyoucomeupwith
that?

With new insights and under-
standings, learners can
actively useknowledge
and applywhat they have
learnedto the experiences,
situations,and circum-
stances in their daily lives to
expandunderstandingand
eventakeaction. .
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Why do you want to remem-
ber this?

What do you want to do about
this?

Why do you care?

How do you think you can
help?

Is there a way you can get in-
volved?

Doyou think you can make a
difference?

What is your plan?
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